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This report will be considered in public 

 
 

 

1. Summary  

 

1.1 The Committee is asked to note the response from the Mayor to its letter on Improving the Met’s 

Response to Mental Health. 

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the response from the Mayor to its letter on Improving the 

Met’s Response to Mental Health, as attached at Appendix 1 to the report. 

 

 

3. Background   
  

3.1 The Police and Crime Committee used its thematic meeting on 12 December 2018 for a discussion 

with invited guests on examining the ways in which the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) supports 

its officers to respond to people with mental health needs.   

 

3.2 Following its meeting on mental health and policing, the previous Chairman wrote to the Mayor on                

7 February 2019 to set out the Committee’s recommendations. The Committee made a number of 

recommendations that it wanted to see actioned to reassure it and demonstrate to the public that 

the Mayor was taking all necessary steps to ensure the MPS adopted best practice in its response to 

increasing mental health demand.  In particular, the Committee wanted the Mayor to reassure it that: 

 Every officer is well trained to identify and attend to mental health needs;  

 Every officer can promptly refer people to appropriate mental health services; and 

 There is effective monitoring of the impact of the Met’s response to mental health. 

 

 



        

3.3 The Committee’s letter to the Mayor can be found on the GLA’s website here1.  

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 The Mayor wrote to the previous Chairman on 17 April 2019 with his response to the 

recommendations set out in the letter from the Chairman.  The letter from the Mayor is attached at 

Appendix 1 to this report for the Committee to note. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1: Letter to the former Chairman from the Mayor, dated 17 April 2019. 

 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 

  

Contact Officer: Teresa Young, Senior Committee Officer 

Telephone: 020 7983 6559 

E-mail: teresa.young@london.gov.uk 

 

                                                 
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/20190207_-_letter_to_mayor_re_mental_health_and_policing.pdf 
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